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DAVID ALEXANDER
SECOND TIME AROUND THE COASTLINE

In 2016 | ventured back to the west coast, where | spent the first 27 years of my life, and have returned each year since.
| lived on an island every summer with parents, brothers and numerous groups of relatives of all ages. My grandmother’s
huge old house was the perfect place for our clan. There were always people of all ages, boats, and visitors coming and
going. The house was on hundreds of acres and miles of shoreline where we all came and gathered for a few months each
year. Every day was a new experience at the water’s edge and in the forest we explored endlessly. My grandmother was
an artist from France, who first introduced me to her paintings. | was always drawing and walking in idyllic wild places.

As a teenager | worked on my father’s tugboats as a deckhand, travelling the coastline for weeks. We pulled barges and
logs, which meant the boat was going very slowly. Because | had a lot of idle time between destinations | was always
drawing and painting landscape to pass the time. Tiny islands on the outer coast and long steep fjords stretched for
hundreds of miles inland. The vessel was moving 24 hours a day to get our cargos to their destinations. The land was
always seemingly without change, but the tides and storms changed the feel of every trip.

The last 5 years of perception of this vacant place has led me to personally investigate the areas of the northern coast
more thoroughly. The landscape and the rich native cultural heritage has been well recorded in the last 50 years, which
makes the coastal ocean highway very interesting. There is still a small population, due to accessibility to land requiring
a boat, which makes it seems much as it was 100 years in the past. It takes a boat to experience the lengthy passage. |
am going again this summer to the northern coast to explore so many inlets and small islands. It remains wild, dynamic,
and mysterious as it was when | first saw it, which makes the visual narrative uncommon. | will continue this analysis as
long as | am able.
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