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Cameron Anne Mason
Branching

“Clouds are not spheres, mountains are not cones, coastlines are not circles, and bark is not smooth, nor does 
lightning travel in a straight line.”  
 - Benoit Mandelbrot, introduction to The Fractal Geometry of Nature  

The tree trunk splits, and splits again, each limb reaching for the sun, leaves taking in energy and releasing oxygen. 
Our lungs, their form echoing the tree’s, perform the same task inversely. Both have evolved a perfect form for their 
function: to breathe.  

The river delta braids and divides. The lightning strikes and the neuron fires. We are the products of our family trees, 
forming our social networks as we move in and out of a virtual environment, each choice a divergence.   

We experience branching, this unending fractal pattern, on the micro and macro level of our personal history. Math-
ematically perfect, this template breaks down in nature. Imperfection is singularity; that tree, that river, that person, 
that thought, that particular moment defines the individual in a sea of self-similarity. We are the same, yet different.   

Nature closely observed and recorded, and the evidence of human hands upon it, are the themes of my artwork. 
Time is the inexorable subtext. My work is rooted in the Northwest Coast, showing the challenges of a changing 
environment by looking closely at our geography’s emblematic natural forms.  

Fabric is fundamental to this work. Like a tree, a sewn and woven object is formed by   repeating a simple process, 
building on what has come before, each stitch self-similar. I use many processes of dyeing and sewing to make marks, 
including working with antique textiles that hold the memories of past decisions. These doilies and christening dresses 
which were made by hands long gone have now passed into my hands, for a use that was never imagined. 
The pathways continue to branch, linking one limb and one story to another along an unending line. 
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Turning Point, 2016, silk, linen/silk, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 30 x 30 inches
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Basalt, 2016, silk, rayon, rayon/silk vel-
vet, rayon, cotton, 24 X 12 inches

Basalt (detail), 2016, silk, rayon, rayon/
silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 24 X 12 inches 

www.fosterwhite.com

http://www.fosterwhite.com/


Beryl, 2016, silks, cotton velveteen, rayon/
silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 24 X 12 inches

Beryl (detail), 2016, silks, cotton velve-
teen, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 
24 X 12 inches  
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Left: Cause, 2016, cotton, cotton velveteen, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 18 X 36 inches
Right: Effect, 2016, cotton, cotton velveteen, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, cotton, textile, 18 x 36 inches
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Feldspar, 2016, silk, cotton, linen, rayon/silk velvet, 
rayon, cotton, 24 X 12 inches
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Nacre, 2016, silk, cotton, rayon, 
24 X 12 inches

Nacre, 2016, silk, cotton, rayon, 
24 X 12 inches
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Copalis, 2016, textile, 12 X 12 inches Kalaloch, 2016, textile, 12 X 12 inches

Rialto, 2016, textile, 12 X 12 inches
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Unburdening, 2016, cotton, rayon, 18 X 18 inches
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Papaver, 2016, silk, rayon/silk velvet, 
rayon, cotton, 24 X 12 inches
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Petiole, 2016, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, 
cotton, 24 X 12 inches
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Fractured, 2016, rayon/silk velvet, cotton, rayon, 40 X 30 inches
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Unmixing, 2016, cotton, silk, rayon/silk velvet, rayon, cotton, 18 X 18 inches
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