
Exhibition Checklist:

Historia illustrada do Japão, Brazilian Book, 9” x 
6.75” x 3”, 2008

Chinese Dictionary, carved book, 9.75” x 6.75” 
x 3”, 2008

Two Ermitages, carved dictionary, 11.5” x 9” x 
5”, 2008

Ganjin’s Cave, carved Japanese dictionary, 10” 
x 7.5” x 3”, 2008

Ryoanji, Japanese dictionary, 9” x 6” x 4”, 2010

Official Report, carved book, 14.5” x 11.5” x 
3.5”, 2010

20th century (unabridged), carved book, 5” x 9” 
x 11”, 2009

Longmen, eroded encyclopedia, mahogany, 13” 
x 22” x 9.5”, 2010

Jade, ancien books, ink, guilding, 13” x 10” x 
10”, 2010

Grand Larousse, eroded Encyclopedia, ink, gild-
ing, 14” x 11” x 9”, 2010 

Anhui, carved books, 12” x 14” x 14”, 2010
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Guy Laramée: The Great Wall

This exhibition features a new body of work 
by Guy Laramée, a collection of eleven altered 
books dealing with the construction of historical 
narratives.  Laramée imagines a future in 
which the Chinese Empire has supplanted the 
American Empire: It is the 23rd century, and the 
Chinese Empire has endeavored to write the 
story of the Great Panics of the 21st century, 
cataclysms that shook the world for more than a 
hundred years.  

The Great Wall addresses issues that have been 
present in Laramée’s work throughout his career: 
the erosion of culture, the function of the archive 
in maintaining and shaping knowledge, and 
the tension  between presence and absence, or 
between memory and forgetfulness.  

“Knowledge is not so much an accumulation as 
it is an erosion,” writes Laramée.  By imagining 
our present as interpreted by future historians, 
Laramée allows us to see our civilization as 
transient and subject to interpretation.  

The Great Wall

Having recently overthrown the American Empire 
in the 23rd century, the Chinese Empire set out to 
chronicle the history of the Great Panics during 
the 21st and 22nd centuries. 

This Herculean undertaking resulted in a 
historiographical masterwork entitled, The Great 
Wall. Comprising 100 volumes, this encyclopaedia 
derives its name from The Great Wall of America, 
a monumental project to build an impregnable 
wall around the United States of America so as 
to protect this land from barbarian invasions. 
150 years in the making, this wall ultimately 
isolated Americans from the rest of the world 
while sapping the country’s remaining cultural 
and natural resources. It also undermined the 
American people’s confidence in systematized 
hedonism, thus hastening the fall of the American 
Empire. As we now know this paved the way for 
China to invade American territory.

The Chinese Empire later ordered a group of 
scribes to write The Great Wall series. In the course 
of their duties they familiarized themselves with 
the libraries of the former USA. Through a strange 
twist of fate they thereby discovered the ancient 
sources of their own civilization which the new 
Middle Kingdom had long ago removed from its 
libraries. In the end this contact, primarily with 
Taoism and Chan (Zen) Buddhism, sowed the 
seeds of the Chinese Empire’s demise. 

Guy Laramée
Translated by Prof. Norman Cornett, Historian

Anhui, carved books, 2010

Grand Larousse (detail), eroded  encyclopedia, 2010



Guy Laramée: Biography

An interdisciplinary artist in his 30th year of 
practice, Guy Laramee’s work embraces a large 
disciplinary territory : stage directing, musical 
composition and new instrument building, 
singing, dance, video, scenography, sculpture 
and installation, painting, writing. He has 
received more than 25 important grants ; in 
1989 he received the Joseph S. Stauffer prize 
awarded by Canada Council. His work has 
been seen and heard in Canada, United Sates, 
Belgium, France, Germany, Switzerland, Japan 
and Latin America.

As a collaborator and designer, he has worked 
with some of the great names of the artistic 
landscape (Robert Lepage, Rachel Rosenthal, 
Larry Tremblay, Jean-Frédérique Messier, Volker 
Hesse, Martine Beaulne, etc.). Also organizator 
and producer, he founded and directed 
many companies with an artistic or cultural 
vocation (TUYO, microtonal and gestural music 
ensemble on invented instruments ; Pluramuses, 
interdisciplinary theatre ; CIBL-FM). He initiated as 
well some key events in Canada (L’Espace traversé, 
first pancanadian conference on interdisciplinary 
practices ; Forums CIRCA, etc).

A self taught composer, he holds a Master’s 
degree in anthropology and in visual art. Among 
his recent works is BIBLIOS, a meditation on our 
cult of knowledge-as-accumulation, that took the 
form of miniature landscapes carved in books, and 
a story soon to be published. Parts of this project 
were exhibited more than 20 times in Canada and 
four times in the eastern United States, including 
the Center for Book Arts, New York  and the Art 
Institute of Boston. Guy Laramee is represented by 
Galerie Lacerte in Quebec City and Galerie Orange 
in Montreal. 

About the Center for Book Arts

The Center for Book Arts is committed to exploring and cultivat-

ing contemporary aesthetic interpretations of the book as an art 

object while invigorating traditional artistic practices of the art 

of the book. Founded in 1974, it was the first organization of its 

kind in the nation.

About the Featured Artist Project Series

The Center’s Featured Artist Project Series provides a critical 

forum for artists working primarily in the medium of book 

arts to showcase a recent or cohesive body of work or create a 

site-specific installation.  Support for the Featured Artist Project 

Series, a component of the Center for Book Arts’ Visual Arts 

Program, is provided in part by The Lily Auchincloss Founda-

tion, The Dedalus Foundation, The Wolf Kahn & Emily Mason 

Foundation, The New York State Council on the Arts, and The 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.
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