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ROBERT MARCHESSAULT
GROW/RE-GROW

During the COVID19 period | worked at painting images of trees that show evidence of resistance and adaptation to
harsh forces. As the pandemic months wore on my daily studio practice tried to blend images, color, texture and marks
that expressed, among many things, our long pandemic struggle.

For many years, my landscapes, and in particular my images of trees, have been a visual metaphor for overcoming
difficulties and thriving in adversity. | am in wonder at how trees are able to take root and grow in spite of forces aligned
against them. Wind, drought, rocks, pollution, pests and disease make survival a struggle. Yet, in the face of the misery;
trees adapt, change, bend, re-grow and thrive.

My intent is to express a felt beauty through my paintings. In their efforts to emerge and grow beyond harsh conditions,
trees display a special quality. | want my paintings to respond and echo, somehow, their struggles.

My technique is adaptive. | do not paint from photographs. Memories and experiences are the source | use to build up
painted surfaces and tree forms. | rely heavily on drawing to create structure. There is a push pull process that informs
my marks and choices of line and color. First attempts are not always successful. Sometimes after working for a while on
a piece | use a random orbital sander to grind down the picture to a vague state from which | try again. | see a parallel
here to trees that are crushed or damaged and yet return to their process of growth.

The paintings in this exhibition are made using base layers of acrylic colors. Top layer details are done using oil paint and
a final clear coat of Gamvar varnish completes the work. The painting surfaces are typically quarter inch plywood
strapped using pine, carpenter’s glue is used for assembly without nails. Gesso is used to prepare the
surface for painting.
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oil and acrylic on panel
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Montechiaro
oil and acrylic on panel
48 x 36 inches ROBERT MARCHESSAULT | www.fosterwhite.com



Jeju
oil and acrylic on canvas
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Juniperus
oil and acrylic on panel
48 x 48 inches ROBERT MARCHESSAULT | www.fosterwhite.com



Le Couple
oil and acrylic on canvas
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Khios

oil and acrylic on panel
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Tascat
oil and acrylic on panel
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Purpuri
oil and acrylic on panel
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Vesperum I (left)
Vesperum 1V (center)
Vesperum V (right)

oil and crylic on canvas
24 x 24 inches each
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Arcs
oil and acrylic on canvas
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Bijou
oil and acrylic on canvas
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