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CASEY MCGLYNN
NEVER FEEL SAD

The works explore the theme of identity, resilience and confidence in one’s 
self and work in the face of failure... in 1977 in Toronto the punk scene was 
vibrant and unified, the bands were breaking ground just like the American 
and British scenes, but none of our Canadian bands are canonized in the 
history of punk internationally, even though the influence of some of these 
bands is still felt today. Kurt Cobain paid homage to Canadian punk leg-
ends the Viletones when he covered them while in front of his biggest audi-
ence. 

I am, in my small way doing the same, connecting the dots of an untold 
history. I was an overweight child; punk was a way for me to mask this.  
Spiked hair, studded wristbands, and torn shirts made me stand out in a 
different way in Catholic school in grade 7.

My piece “Overweight People That Have Influenced My Life” includes Jack 
Black, Orson Welles, D. Boon, and Rebel Wilson; these are some of the 
figures who gave confidence and strength to fat people.

The formation of my identity comes from fragmentations of all these 
experiences and influences. The title of the show is used with permission 
from the Canadian Punk Legend Steven Leckie of the Viletones.
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1977 Toronto Punk Explosion
mixed media on canvas

48 x 72 inches 
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Dictionary of Animals, mixed media on canvas, 48 x 60 inches
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Dog/Baby Walker (detail), mixed media on canvas, 12 x 72 inches 
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Horse In Tree, House In Sky, mixed media on canvas, 60 x 84 inches
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Horse on White, 
mixed media on canvas, 

48 x 48 inches
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Jean Dubuffet, mixed media on canvas, 48 x 72 inches
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Red Slide Park, mixed media on canvas, 36 x 84 inches 
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