
G E O R G E
R O D R I G U E Z

U R B A N  G U A R D I A N S

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0

F O S T E R / W H I T E  G A L L E R Y



GEORGE RODRIGUEZ
URBAN GUARDIANS

The Rat and Pigeon are the titular sculptures for this show. To me they symbolize, perseverance, grit and 
resourcefulness, qualities that are important when building a strong community of people. They are also 
animals that often get dismissed and criticized but are integral to the make-up of a city. They are the 
guardians of the urban landscape and I wanted them to resemble entrance guardians in scale, posture, 
and prestige.
In the exploration of statuary and figurative memorials, I often find myself gravitating towards objects 
that feel cross-cultural or multi-cultural. Those objects feel like a representation of who I am. I want to 
give people the opportunity to see and create their own “idol”. The interchangeable heads and headless 
figures in Urban Guardians make that possible. It is playful, absurd and empowering to be able to 
place a luchador head on the body of the sphinx, to have the Venus of Willendorf with a Benin head 
or a skull on a rat body. Each combination changes the embodiment and texture of the sculpture. Each 
combination is as unique as the individual who chooses it. Each combination births a new community 
member in our urban environment.
As I have worked on this project, the power of a headless statue has also become apparent to me. As 
monuments around the world are being taken down and destroyed, people are searching for better 
representations for their communities. Impossible as it may be to represent all different viewpoints, there 
must be an effort made to make our public art world as unique as the citizens who feed and live within it.
The Vessels in this exhibition are tied to a series of icons that I have been looking at for some time and 
are loosely based on some wonderful masks from Mexico (Michoacán) that depict a devil, angel, king, 
jaguar and other forms. All of the figures are guardians of morality and mortality. I have translated those 
figures into vessels, and in doing so, I am playing with the long traditions of utilitarian ceramics and also 
making them containers of life and the natural elements that affect life. These vessels remind us of the 
ways in which urban life is inextricably connected to the natural world that persists underneath, around, 
and within us.  Even in the concrete jungle, fire, water, earth and air remain our Urban Guardians. 

Sphinx
ceramic with glaze
12 X 11 X 28 inches Urban Guardians



Urban Guardian: Rat
stoneware with underglaze and glaze
61 X 36 X 27 inches Foster/White Gallery



Diver (detail)
slate

10.5 X 7 inches

Rat and Pigeon Basket
ceramic with glaze

31 X 25 X 15 inchesUrban Guardians



Blue Bundle
ceramic with glaze

17 X 10 X 5.5 inchesFoster/White Gallery



Orange Bundle
ceramic with glaze

17 X 9.5 X 5.5 inchesUrban Guardians



Ancestor
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7 X 8 inches

 
Aztec

ceramic with glaze
8 X 7 X 8 inches

 
Benin

ceramic with glaze
11 X 7 X 8.5 inches

Bedouin
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7.5 X 8 inches



 
Blue Rat
ceramic with glaze
17.5 X 10 X 15.5 inches Foster/White Gallery



  
Swifts Over 
Icicle Canyon
slate 
15.5 X 10.5 inches

Bowery
ceramic with glaze
8.5 X 7.5 X 9 inches

Calavera Antigua
ceramic with glaze

7.5 X 6.5 X 8 inches

Calavera con Corona
ceramic with glaze
7.25 X 6 X 9 inches

Chola
ceramic with glaze

8 X 7 X 8 inches



 
Calavera del Agua
ceramic with glaze

13.25 X 7 X 9 inchesUrban Guardians



 
Calavera del Aire

ceramic with glaze
14.5 X 7.5 X 9 inchesFoster/White Gallery



Calavera del Fuego
ceramic with glaze
14 X 7.5 X 8.5 inches Urban Guardians



Diablo del Agua - Vessel
ceramic with glaze

14.5 X 13 X 9 inchesFoster/White Gallery



Diablo de la Tierra - Vessel
ceramic with glaze

14.5 X 9.5 X 7 inchesUrban Guardians



Diablo del Fuego - Vessel
ceramic with glaze

15 X 7 X 9.25 inchesFoster/White Gallery



Faraway
ceramic with glaze
7.5 X 7.25 X 8.75 in.

Ghost
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7.5 X 9 inches

Luchador - Blue Demon
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7 X 8 in.

Etruscan
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7.5 X 9 inches



Figure With Bouquet
ceramic with glaze

32.5 X 13.5 X 14 inchesUrban Guardians



 
Miracle Princess
ceramic with glaze
8 X 8 X 9 inches

 
Luchador - Santo

ceramic with glaze
8 X 7 X 7.5 inches

Mascara Roja
ceramic with glaze
8 X 7.5 X 8 inches

Primary
ceramic with glaze

8.5 X 7 X 8.5 inches

 
El Niño
ceramic with glaze
7.5 X 6.5 X 8 inches



Foster/White Gallery

Of Willendorf
ceramic with glaze

19 X 11 X 8.5 inches



Urban Guardians

Red Pigeon
ceramic with glaze

18 x 10 x 12 inches



Seven Indulgences
ceramic with glaze

62 X 36 X 36 inchesFoster/White Gallery



George Rodriguez

Silver Laced Rooster Vase
ceramic with glaze

36 x 23 x 16 inches 



Urban Guardians

Guardia del Aire
ceramic with glaze

15.5 X 9 X 8 inches



Foster/White Gallery

Guardia del Fuego
ceramic with glaze

15.5 X 7 X 9 inches



George Rodriguez

Guardia de la Tierra
ceramic with glaze

14.25 X 8 X 8 inches
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