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PAUL VEXLER

This show is clearly divided into two distinct types of work. There are pieces that are rigorously
planned and made with machinable materials and others where the shape and form are a con-
sequence of the materials themselves. | work in both areas not only because | like each separate
process, but also because experience in one area improves my work in the other.

During the last year | have learned a lot about design and engineering. | have a greater respect
for both disciplines as | made sure that all the moving parts of my sculptures work the way they
are supposed to. The more smoothly the pieces move, the more the mechanisms fade into the
background and, most important to me, the visual statement comes forward.

This latest series of ribbon sculptures is an attempt to lighten up the forms by getting down to
the bare minimum. The three forces that act on materials are tension, compression and shear. |
am thinking about them all the time. In this body of work | have tried to maximize the shape and
volume of each piece while using less material.

Cover:Jigsaw, 2012, painted plywood, metal machine parts, closed 49 x 49 x 10 in, open 61 x 61
x 10 in. Opposite Page: Thin Closed Knot, 2012, sapele, 35 x 24 x 18 in.




Thin 360

2012

oak
34x29x16in.




Mobius strip
2012
mahogany
40 x 24 x 6 in.

Thin 3 loops
2012

sapele

40x 32 x 18 in.




Knot quite Round about
2012 2012

walnut walnut
38x22x13in. 37x22x18in.




Egg

2012
douglas fir
26 x26 x 7 in.




Spiral step
2012
douglas fir
31x24x7in.




9 squares 5 circles

2012

plywood, metal machine parts

closed 67 x 67 x 10 in. open 79 x 79 x 10 in.




Planks

2012

plywood, metal machine parts

closed 97 x 44 x 10 in. open 44 x 97 x 10 in.




Notched Circles, Arched Squares

2012

painted plywood, metal machine parts
closed 66 x 66 x 10 in. open 78 x 78 x 10 in.




Ghost

2012

Painted plywood, metal machine parts
closed 54 x 54 x 10 in. open 75 x 75 x 10 in.
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Blue Hex
2012

painted plywood, metal machine parts
closed 88 x 88 x 10 in. open 110 x 110 in.
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