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Michael Wolf (1954-2019) is known for his continuous study of life in cities, capturing the architecture and 
dwellers of hyper-dense metropolises such as Hong Kong, Chicago, Paris, and Tokyo. 
 
Much of the artist’s work stems from his background in press photography and its social/anthropological nature, 
driven by his concern for those living in dense urban environments and the effects rapid urbanization can have 
on contemporary civilization. Through this work, Wolf created his iconic “no exit” style of framing, removing the 
sky and empty space from all architectural photographs, placing an emphasis on density and architectural 
congestion. In the artist’s later series, he redefined street photography by photographing sites such as Paris and 
New York through Google Street View, using this new technology as a readymade.  
 
Born in Munich in 1954, Michael Wolf began his studies at the University of California Berkeley (1972-1973). 
From 1973-1976, Wolf continued his education in photography and visual communications at the University of 
Essen, studying under Otto Steinert, gaining a degree in Visual Communications.  
 
More than thirteen monographs have been published on the artist’s work. Michael Wolf received first place in 
the World Press Photo Award Competition in 2005 and 2010, receiving honourable mention in 2011. In 2010 the 
artist was awarded the Prix Pictet Photography Award. 
 
Wolf’s first major retrospective, Michael Wolf—Life in Cities, was held in 2017, premiering at the prestigious 
Rencontres de la Photographie festival in Arles, traveling to The Hague Museum of Photography (2018), the 
Fondazione Stelline in Milan (2018), Deichtorhallen Hamburg (2018–2019), and Urania, Berlin (2019). 
 
Other solo exhibitions include those mounted at the Josef Albers Museum, Bottrop (2019); K11 Art Foundation, 
Shanghai (2014); Bienal de Arquitetura, Sao Paulo (2014); ivam institut d’art modern, Valencia (2012); Hong 
Kong and Shenzhen Biennial of urbanism/architecture, Hong Kong (2012); Museum M+, Hong Kong (2012); 
Venice Biennale of Architecture, Venice (2010); Aperture Foundation, New York (2009); Museum for 
Contemporary Photography, Chicago (2008); Museum Center Vapriikki, Tempere (2008); among others. 
 
Works by Wolf have been exhibited in group exhibitions organized by M+ Museum, Hong Kong (2021-2022); 
Honolulu Museum of Art, Hawaii (2014); Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art, Toronto (2012); Museum of 
Design, Zurich (2011); Centro di Cultura Contemporanea Strozzina, Florence (2011); Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London (2008); Mass. MoCA, North Adams (2008); Goethe Institute, Hong Kong (2008); Museum Folkwang, 
Essen (2006); Ruhrland Museum, Essen (2004); Bauhaumuseum, Dessau (2004); among others. 
 
Work by the artist are held in public collections including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; 
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; Museum of Contemporary Photography, Chicago; Brooklyn Museum, New York; San 
Jose Museum of Art, California; Museum Folkwang, Essen; the German Museum for Architecture, Frankfurt; 
among others. 
 
The artist has been represented by Bau-Xi Gallery since 2013, mounting 7 solo exhibitions at the gallery’s space 
in Toronto.  


